North Carolina Energy Future Resolution
To The NC General Assembly

Whereas North Carolina is at a critical energy crossroads, 

And whereas applications for the construction of new nuclear and coal generating plants in North Carolina are being submitted,  

And whereas comprehensive energy conservation and efficiency policies can reduce or replace the need for new nuclear and coal generating plants,

And whereas renewable energy sources such as wind, solar and biomass are becoming economically competitive with conventional, more polluting generating technologies, 

And whereas the current utility rate structure rewards electricity production only, and not energy saved, 

Therefore, be it resolved that the undersigned advise the North Carolina General Assembly to commission a comprehensive state-wide study in accordance with general statute 62-2(3a) to determine the least-cost mix of electrical generation and energy demand-reduction, including an evaluation of impact on public health, the environment and agriculture and the costs of the full fuel cycle, waste handling and decommissioning of power plants.

Let it be further resolved that the study should include a plan to put energy demand-reduction success into the utility rate base. 

Let it be further resolved that the recommendations of this study must be applied to all future decisions concerning the use of technologies for both energy supply (nuclear/coal vs wind/solar/biomass) and energy demand-reduction (conservation and efficiency) and that no licenses be issued for new nuclear or coal generating plants except as consistent with the recommendations of the study. 
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NIRS Southeast Office – PO Box 7586 Asheville, NC 28802, 828-675-1792, nirs@main.nc.us
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