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How Should North Carolina React to Climate Change?

Climate change is a global problem, but its consequences are felt on the local level.  World-wide most within the scientific community now agree that human activity is largely responsible for the current global warming trend that could be catastrophic within the coming few decades if it is not reversed. Every state and every country needs to do its part to bring about this reversal.

In North Carolina the effects of climate change threaten to have several severe consequences.

Rising seas will significantly impact NC’s coast. 

Scientific models predict a rise in sea level of 12 inches by the year 2030 and 27 inches by 2100.

Warmer temperatures may worsen NC’s air quality.

Ground-level ozone forms more readily at higher temperatures.  Temperature inversions occur more frequently in warmer weather, trapping polluted air for long periods of time over some areas. Power plants operate at a higher capacity to compensate for greater use of air conditioning systems.

New health problems develop in warmer climates.

As the temperature increases different insects, molds and bacteria are able to thrive bringing diseases formerly confined to more southerly regions.

North Carolina’s natural environment will be altered.

Many plant and animal species that have adapted to this climate over tens of thousands of years or more will not survive a suddenly warmer and dryer climate.

Recommendations:

1.The state should study a CO2 reduction plan as mandated by the Clean Smokestacks Act

2.Institute a NC Greenhouse Gas Registry by January 1, 2005.

A Greenhouse Gas Registry would enable an assessment of how industry in NC is contributing to global warming. Industries would be required to report on their CO2 production.  The state would need to create a reporting system.  DENR would need to conduct a benchmark analysis.  Businesses, environmental organizations and state agencies would become involved as stakeholders in developing the process.  

3.Provide economic incentives for voluntary early CO2 reductions.

A. regulatory credits

B. Market credit

C. Recognition to participating industries for environmental stewardship.

D. Participating industries will gain experience in managing greenhouse gases giving them an economic advantage in the future.

4. The General Assembly should create a committee to prepare the agricultural and forestry sectors for a greenhouse gas trading system as it develops nationwide and worldwide.

5. The General Assembly should also consider legislation that promotes cleaner and more efficient automobile, energy producing, manufacturing and home appliance technologies.  The most effective method of reducing greenhouse gases is a reduction in energy use.
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