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Best Available Retrofit Technology (BART)

The Bart Guidelines

· The EPA’s Regional Haze Rule, under the Clean Air Act, includes a set of guidelines known as “BART” or Best Available Retrofit Technology. These guidelines apply to facilities built between 1962 and 1977 that produce more than 250 tons of any visibility-degrading emission per year, such as Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) and Nitrogen Oxide (NOx).

· These facilities include industrial plants such as pulp mills, refiners, incinerators, smelters and fossil fuel burning power plants that produce over 750 megawatts of energy per year and have been proven to emit visibility degrading materials.

· The guidelines are to be used by state governments in deciding which facilities should have to install technology that reduces the amount of harmful emissions. Technology exists that can feasibly reduce harmful emissions by 85-95 percent.

· BART guidelines take into account many different factors in their applications, including:

1.The cost affectivity of the installment

2.The relationship between the installed emission controls and net energy availability

3.The remaining useful life of the eligible facility.

4. The possibility of environmental damage as a result of installing the controls

5.The cumulative emission reduction that would result in the installation of controls

· State governments are to identify which facilities are eligible for BART and then decide whether or not to install emission controls based on the criteria. The states have five years to implement BART after a facility has been approved for retrofit.

· The guidelines also encompass an “emissions trading program” through which states can choose not to install controls on an eligible source, instead affecting other measures on other sources so that the overall net decrease of emissions would be comparable to the results of control installation.

