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The Clean Power Act

(Jeffords Bill, S556)

introduced 3/15/2001
Latest Major Action: 6/27/2002 Senate committee/subcommittee actions. 

Status: Committee on Environment and Public Works. Ordered to be reported with an amendment in the nature of a substitute favorably.

Title: A bill to amend the Clean Air Act to reduce emissions from electric powerplants, and for other purposes.

· This bill is sponsored by Vermont Senator James Jeffords in 2001.  If enacted, it would lay out a comprehensive set of emission regulation standards affecting all fossil fuel burning power plants in the country operating at over 15 megawatt production per year.
· The legislation eliminates the “grandfather loophole” in the Clean Air Act by mandating that all power plants thirty years old or older must comply with new source review requirements when installing equipment or undergoing remodeling that would potentially increase harmful emissions.
· The Clean Power Act maintains that all applicable facilities : 

1. reduce sulfur dioxide emissions from 1997 levels by 75 percent  by January 1, 2007

2. reduce nitrogen oxide emissions from 1997 levels by 75 percent  by January 1, 2007

3. reduce carbon dioxide emissions to 1990 levels by January 1, 2007 

4. reduce mercury  emissions from 1997 levels by 90 percent by January 1, 2007

· The bill allows for an emissions trading market but prohibits mercury emissions trading.  The bill also takes measures to ensure no sequestered mercury is released back into the environment.
· Incentives are appropriated to increase energy efficiency and develop renewable energy production.
· The administrator of the EPA is to begin promulgating these regulations within two years of enactment. The Administrator will have the authority to make these regulations more strict if they fail to protect public health.
