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The Great Smoky Mountains Clean Air Act

(Taylor Bill, HR4859)

Introduced 7/13/2000
Latest Major Action: 8/2/2000 Referred to House subcommittee.

Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health and Environment. 
Title: To reduce emissions from Tennessee Valley Authority electric powerplants, and for other purposes.

· Charles Taylor of North Carolina sponsored this bill, which seeks to reduce the emissions produced by the fossil fuel burning power plants operated by the Tennessee Valley Authority, or TVA.

· This bill mandates that the TVA power plants:

1. reduce sulfur dioxide emissions from 1997 levels by 75 percent  by January 1, 2005.

2. reduce nitrogen oxide emissions from 1997 levels by 75 percent  by January 1, 2005.

3. reduce carbon dioxide emissions by January 1, 2005 to the level of carbon dioxide emissions from TVA power plants in 1990.

4. reduce mercury  emissions from 1997 levels by 90 percent by January 1, 2005.

· The Administrator is to begin promulgating these  regulations within two years of enactment. This process is to eventually include the prohibition of emission trading.

· The TVA power plants that were formerly exempt from emission standards through the “grandfather loophole” (facilities 30+ years old) will be made to adhere to new source review requirements.

· The TVA cannot increase the generation of hydroelectric  energy in order to achieve these regulations, if such increase would require a drawdown of any contiguous lake or reservoir between Memorial Day and August 1.

