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The Clean Power Act

(Allen Bill), HR1335, introduced 4/3/2001

Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committees on Education and the Workforce, Financial Services, Transportation and Infrastructure, and Science, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

Latest Major Action: 6/20/2001 Referred to House subcommittee.

Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on 21st Century Competitiveness. 


Title: To reduce emissions of mercury, carbon dioxide, nitrogen oxides, and sulfur dioxide from fossil fuel-fired electric utility generating units operating in the United States, and for other purposes.

· Closes the "grandfather loophole" by setting uniform air emissions standards for all power plants by 2007, regardless of when they began operation.

· Emissions rates are set at 1.5 pounds per megawatt hour for nitrogen oxides.

· Emission rates are set at 3 pounds per megawatt hour for sulfur dioxide.

· Plants will not be allowed to buy pollution credits from other sources to meet these requirements. Instead, all plants must meet the same requirements on-site.

· Sets a cap on emissions for each individual generating unit. The cap will be determined by multiplying the maximum emissions rate (1.5 lbs/MWH for nitrogen oxides and 3 lbs/MWH for sulfur dioxide) by the unit's annual megawatt hour production rate averaged over the years 1998-2000.  This provision ensures that, if energy demand increases, older plants won't simply run longer at a lower emissions rate, resulting in no net reduction in pollution. Instead, new energy demands will be met with new, cleaner, more efficient energy sources that are subject to all new source emission standards.

· Caps CO2 emissions, at 1.914 billion tons from the utility industry. This level is consistent with the Rio Treaty on global climate change, which was agreed to by the Bush Administration and ratified by the Senate. The bill distributes emissions allowances to utilities based on a Generation Performance Standard. Because the effects of CO2 are global rather than local in nature, the bill allows the trading of extra allowances between utilities.

· Requires a 90 Percent Reduction in Mercury Emissions

· Provides grants to workers and communities that are affected by reduced use of coal and oil, and provides property tax relief to towns that relied on older utilities as a significant portion of their tax base.
