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The EPA’s Regional Haze Rule

· The EPA enacted the Regional Haze Rule in July 1999. This measure outlines a framework to return visibility levels in 156 National Parks, National Wildernesses and other “Class I” areas to their natural conditions over the next sixty years. It is essentially a plan to make a plan. 

· It calls for the state governments in all of the localities and vicinities of these Class I areas, which includes all fifty states, to work together and develop strategies to eliminate man-made impairments to visibility.

· Regional, State and local agencies are to set their own goals and implement them accordingly. The states are also to develop their own definitions for “natural levels of visibility.”

· The States are required to submit their initial plans to the EPA between 2004 and 2008. The first revisions are scheduled to take place in 2018, with subsequent revisions every 10 years. There are to be “progress reports” made every 5 years, documenting visibility levels.

· The Haze Rule delineates the sources that can be included in its implementation. These encompass “reasonably attributable sources”, specific emission producers like large power plants, as well as smaller, less specific sources such as pollution from car exhaust, residential wood combustion and gas stations.

