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PRESS RELEASE
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US Senator Jeffords Comes to Asheville to Deliver Clean Air Message

On Monday the Grove Park Inn of Asheville briefly became the national focal point of the Clean Air movement when Senator Jim Jeffords spoke to a large crowd of local public officials, members of the press and many western North Carolinians.  

Senator Jeffords promoted the Clean Power Act, legislation he introduced to clean up the smokestacks of grandfathered coal-burning power plants throughout the country.  He recognized the importance to the nation of preserving the Great Smoky Mountains National Park and lamented the current state of air quality in the region with its high ozone levels, acid rain and poor visibility.  He stated that the so-called Clear Skies legislation introduced by President Bush was “dead on arrival” in the US Senate because it was inadequate and a step backward from existing laws on the books that were passed to protect and improve the nation’s air quality.

Approximately 150 people crowded onto the outdoor patio on the eighth floor of the Grove Park Inn, overlooking a vista of the city of Asheville and the mountains beyond, to hear Jeffords speak.  Also speaking were NC Senator Steve Metcalf,  Buncombe County Commissioner David Gantt, and John Stanton of the National Environmental Trust.  Commissioner Gantt, a vocal member of the regional clean air organization The Canary Coalition,  called the issue “a no-brainer”.   He proclaimed that clean air should be a priority for everyone and emphasized the importance of the issue to the people of the mountains.

After the outdoor press conference Jeffords, Metcalf and Gantt attended a slide show and panel presentation in a conference room within the hotel.  People packed the room and spilled out into the hallway to listen to the proceedings.  Grandfather Mountain owner Hugh Morton opened with a stunning slide slow illustrating the difference between mountain views on a clear day and the more common hazy days people are exposed to in recent years.  Senator Jeffords appeared to be deeply moved by the testimony he heard from Morton, Don Barger of the National Parks Conservation Association, Dr. Clay Ballantine of Mission Memorial Hospital, Elizabeth Ouzts of Public Interest Research Group, Brownie Newman of the Western North Carolina Alliance and Michael Shore of Environmental Defense.  Dr. Ballantine related disturbing health statistics that link poor air quality in western North Carolina with accelerated rates of asthma and emphysema in children, the elderly, and virtually all people in the region.

Upon leaving Senator Jeffords thanked all who attended and said that he would continue to work for the passage of the Clean Power Act with even more urgency than when he arrived.  







