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The Importance of Mercury Emission Reductions in North Carolina

Mercury is a significant health and environmental problem in North Carolina.

One in six US women of childbearing age have unsafe levels of mercury in their blood.

Over 1,500 NC  babies are born with brain damage each year due to mercury contamination.

!,877 miles of NC coastline are posted with fish advisories for mercury contamination.

North Carolina is the 10th worst mercury polluter in the country.

Every year North Carolina’s fourteen coal-burning power plants emit 2, 956 pounds of mercury into the air.

EPA’s Proposed 30% reduction is not enough.

In December of 2003, EPA published a proposal to reduce mercury emission from coal-burning power plants by only 30%.   Hundreds of southeast citizens, mothers, doctors and professionals spoke out against this proposal at public hearings and in written comments. 

Technology is available for 90% reductions
EPA’s own scientists say current technologies can achieve a ninety percent reduction of mercury from power plants.

EPA is planning to reclassify mercury so that it’s not a “toxic pollutant” despite long-standing, clear evidence of mercury’s effects as a neuro-developmental toxin.  This will allow power plants to avoid using the best available technology to reduce emissions, as stipulated by the Clean Air Act.

North Carolina should lead the way in the southeast by following the example of other states that have developed high mercury reduction standards.

The Clean Smokestacks Act mandates that the state study mercury emission reductions.

The state should consider mandating mercury reductions through the use of best available technology.  These standards should be in place and implementation should begin no later than 2005.
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